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Thursday 21st May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Following the announcement made by the government on May 10th, I am writing to update you on 

changes happening in school. 

 

As a Local Authority Maintained School, we work very hard to provide the best education for all our 

children. We strive to provide a welcoming environment for our families and we work closely with the 

local community to make our school outstanding in every way. However, we have recently had to shift 

our focus to further prioritise the safety and to protect the children, staff and family members who have 

been coming to school throughout the period of lockdown. I know you will join me in thanking all the 

dedicated staff for going above and beyond to support the school community. They have all played 

a part in successfully keeping the school running.  

  

As we move towards June, there is a possibility that our attention will move to facilitating a safe return 

for more children to our school. We ask that you please take time to think about how the nursery may 

have to change in order to offer your child a safe place to play. We may have to modify the provision 

to create a more sterile environment, amend routines to allocate staff time to thoroughly clean all the 

equipment on offer each day, change policies so children will be collected from the school gates to 

eliminate parental footfall in the building and allocate staff to different contained base areas within 

the school. As you can appreciate, day-to-day nursery life will look very different to what we are all 

used to. Please be aware that we will try our best to reduce the risk to any child coming into nursery 

but we cannot eliminate all risk. There is no expectation that any child has to return.  

 

The requirement to distance the children will have a direct impact on the current capacity of the 

nursery.  As a result, we may only be able to accommodate our oldest children who are moving to 

Primary School in September alongside those with parents who are in critical keyworker roles.  

 

The government have set out specific tests they must meet before any school reopening will 

commence. This is due to be announced on May 28th.  Following this date, we will be back in touch 

with all families to make sure you understand how we will progress.  

 

Nursery will be closed for the half term week (May 25th to 29th) for a deep clean as part of our 

preparation towards reopening.  

 

I am sure you will have many questions about your child’s education. We are all here to support you 

so please email nursery at rosemary.lane@durhamlearning.net or telephone us on 0191 527 1168 with 

any queries. 
 

With best wishes, 

 

Jill Jones 
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